I 

I 

Historic,  archived  document 


Do  not  assume  content  reflects  current 
scientific  knowledge,  policies,  or  practices. 


lomemakers  chat  7  i^e„ 

»R  USE   IN    N ON  — COMMERCIAL  BROADCASTS  ONLY    X  .wpjwkii.ui.iukb 


S.  DEPARTMENT 


;7HART0N  -  5009 
QUESTION  BOX: 


IBRARY 
RECEIVED 

APR  1    1943  * 


Thursday,  February  18,  1943 
A1TSTSHS  FROM: 


Scientists  of  the  U.S.  Department 
of  Agriculture 


How  repair  leather  jacket? 
Dried  food  for  baby? 
What  soda  for  washing  refrigerator? 
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Today1  s  nail  brings  a  question  on  mending  a  torn  sleeve  on  a  boy' s  leather 

jacket  and  leather  specialists  of  the  U.   S.  Department  of  Agriculture  give  the 

answer.     The  mail  also  brings  a  question  about  dried  baby  foods,  and  one  from  a 

young  housewife  about  the  soda  to  use  for  cleaning  a  refrigerator.     Replies  to 

tnese  two  questions  come  from  home  economists  of  the  Department  of  Agriculture. 

The  first  letter  says: 

"How  can  I  mend  a  three—cornered  tear  in  the  sleeve  of  a  new  leatner  jacket? 
I'm  afraid  if  I  try  to  draw  the  tear  together  with  needle  and  thread,   the  stitches 
will  cut  the  leather.     Can  you  tell  me  any  other  "ray  to  repair  the  sleeve?" 

A  leather  specialist  of  the  U.   S.  Department  of  Agriculture  has  found  that  the 
best  way  to  mend  leather  is  to  paste  on  a  patch  of  leather  or  cloth  of  matching 
color  underneath  the  tear.     The  paste  to  use  is  waterproof  cement  made  of  nitro- 
cellulose and  sold  for  miscellaneous  household  repairs  or  use  a  rubber  paste  like  that 

Used  for  mounting  photographs.  You  can  buy  several  kinds  of  either  of  these  pastes 
in  small  tubes. 

ITow  if  that  torn  leather  sleeve  has  a  lining,  rip  enough  at  the  armhole  so 
you  can  get  at  the  torn  part.     Spread  the  cement  or  paste  on  the  patch  and  on  the 
part  of  tne    sleeve  where  the  patch  goes.     If  you  use  rubber  cement, 
wait  a  few  minutes  after  spreading  on  the  cement,  and  then  press  the  two  surfaces 
together.     If  you  use  the  other  cement,  let  it  dry,   spread  again,  and  immediately 
put  the  patch  in  place,  drawing  the  edges  of  the  three-cornered  tear  carefully 


together.     Of  course,  you  know  you  can't  use  a  hot  iron  on  leather,  soputacold  iron 
or  other  weight  over  the  patch  and  leave  it  there  for  about  an  hour.     To  avoid 
crinkling  the  sleeve,  use  a  sleeve  ironing  "board  or  any  smooth  flat  narrow  piece  of 
hoard  inside  the  sleeve  under  the  patch.     Then  put  the  weight  on  top  of  the  patch. 

7fe,terproof  cements  won't  stick  to  a  greasy  surface.  So  if  the  leather  sho^s 
any  grease,  sponge  the  leather  around  the  edge  of  the  tear  with  a  cloth  dipped  in 
carbon  tetrachloride  or  some  other  grea.se  solvent  before  you  apply  the  cement. 

You  are  right  in  thinking  that  thread  might  cut  through  leather.     Silk  thread 
is  most  likely  to  do  this,  but  cotton  thread,  especially  if  mercerized,  will 
usually  hold  on  glove  leather  and  other  soft  leathers.    You  can  mend  a  straight 
tear  in  a  glove  by  over handing    together  on  the  outside.     But  for  a  leather  jacket, 
worn  by  an  active  boy,  the  cemented  patch  is  likely  to  latrt  longer  than  sewing. 

lk>w  let's  turn  from  mending  leatner  to  a  baby-feeding  problem. 
•  Here1  s  an  inquiry  from  a  mother  about  the  food  value  of  dried  infant  food. 
She  says  she  has  heard  that  the  shortage  of  cans  may  mean  that  dried  infant  food 
will  take  the  place  of  canned  infant  food.     She  asks  if  the  food  value  would  be 
the  same. 

home  economists  reply  that  any  mother  should  read  carefully  the  labels  on  any 
dehydrated  vegetable  sold  for  infant  feeding.     Sucii  vegetables  may  contain  less 
vitamin  C  than  fresh  cooked  or  canned  vegetables,  and  possibly  may  also  contain 
less  of  some  3  vitamins, 

A  great  deal  of  research  still  needs  to  be  done,  not  only  on  dehydrating 
vegetables,  but  also  on  packaging  and  storing  them,  before  anyone  can  speak:  con- 
fidently of  their  vitamin  value  under  conditions  of  home  use.    Usually,  vegetables 
used  in  baby  feeding  a.re  given  in  small  quantities,  and  other  foods,   such  as  milk, 
citrus  or  tomato  juice,  and  whole-grain  cereals,  provide  most  of  the  protein, 
minerals,  and  vitamins.  1 


Finally  the  home  economists  say;  Why  worry  about  dried  baby  food  now?  The 
stores  still  have  "baby  food  in  cans.  No  use  trying  dried  vegetables  on  the  baby 
until  you  can  no  longer  get  fresh  or  canned  vegetables. 

Here' s  a  little  question  on  washing  a  refrigerator  that  has  "bothered  more  than 
one  "beginner  at  housekeeping.     The  writer  says:     "When  the  directions  for  cleaning 
a  refrigerator  or  an  ice  "box  say  to  wash  with  warm  water  and  soda,  does  that 
mean  washing  soda  or  "baking  soda?" 

The  answer  is: 

Baking  soda. ...  soda  "bicarbonate,  as  it's  sometimes  called.    Use  one  level 
table spoonful  to  each  quart  of  warm  water.     Washing  soda  would  be  too  strong,  both 
for  the  finish  of  the  refrigerator  and  for  your  hands.     When  you  defrost  a  mechani- 
cal refrigerator,   it1 s  a  good  time  to  clean  it.     After  the  frost  is  all  melted, 
take  everything  out,  including  the  shelves.     Empty  the  drip  tray. 

Make  the  soda  solution  and  wash  both  the  inside  and  the  outside  of  the 
evaporator  or  freezing  unit.     Be  sure  to  get  every  surface  free  of  melted  frost. 

Clean  every  part  of  the  inside  of  the  refrigerator  in  the  same  tnorough  way. 
Clean  all  the  shelves,  the  fruit  baskets,  a.nd  vegetable  crisper.     Never  use  harsh, 
scratchy  cleaning  powders  on  the  ice  cube  trays,  or  on  the  rubber  ga.sket.    You  ca.n 
wash  these  just  with  soap  a,nd  ^ater.     Rinse,  and  wipe  dry,  .  If  anything  spills  on 
the  gasket,  wipe  it  off  at  once.     Take  care  not  to  scratch  or  scuff  the  rubber. 

After  you  finish  cleaning,  turn  the  control  back  to  normal.     Fill  the  ice  cube 

trays  to  within  a  quarter  inch  of  the  top  with  fresh  cold  water.     See  that  all  food 

containers  are  clean  and  dry  as  you  return  them  to  the  shelves.     Work  fast  to  keep 

the  refrigerator  as  cold  as  possible. 

Clean  an  ice  refrigerator  in  the  same  thorough  way,  just  before  it1 s  time  for 
fresh  ice  to  go  in.     Give  the  drain  pipe  and  trap  of  an  ice  refrigerator  special 
attention.     They  need  removing  and.  cleaning  every  few  weeks.     Once  a.  week,  flush 
out  the  drain  with  a  pint  of  warm  water  mixed  with  a  tablespoon  of  baking  soda. 


